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What is The Climate Mystery?

For 12-16 year-olds, The Climate Mystery is an exciting online story that they and their

fellow students can experience together as they learn about the global climate

challenges. For their teachers, The Climate Mystery supplies a strongly motivating

framework and easily distributed teaching materials i without making undue demands on
their time and resources.

The Climate Mystery combines education and entertainment
to inform and teach about global climate challenges. The online
story begins on 14th September, 2009, and climaxes in
December, 2009, at exactly the same time as the COP15
United Nations global climate summit in Copenhagen. By
letting new story episodes unfold each week, and combining this with social networking
and learning games, the students become engrossed in solving the mystery as they
learn.

MYSTERY

The Climate Mystery is completely free to use. Downloadable teaching materials focus
on new climate-related subjects each week for 16 weeks. Teachers can access the online
universe for as many or as few weeks as their needs and preferences dictate.

Why combine serial fiction and teaching?

As an ever increasing number of media channels compete for young peopleé attention,
it has become necessary to work harder to motivate and hold the attention of young
students. Congin is an online content production company specialized in combining
dramatic stories with the features and functionalities of online media.

The Climate Mystery has been developed in response to the challenges facing teachers
today i the result is a new kind of online learning universe, combining ongoing serial
fiction with learning games, social networking and downloadable teaching materials.

The praoject has been realized in collaboration with a number of partners. We have
commitments from Microsoft Academic Programme and the European Schoolnet to be
external partners as well as standing partnerships with media conglomerates as MTV
Networks and Discovery Enterprises International. The support from large corporations
such as Microsoft and MTV is proof, that The Climate Mystery is capable of filling out a
space that has until now been unoccupied.

Kirsten Panton, regional lead for Partners In Learning, Western Europe, is a warm
advocate of The Climate Mystery,0This isn& playing games. It might be what you feel it is
but itGs not really, it is edugaming. The students have to make use of all their subject
skills in order to move forward in the game in the saving of the world part of the climate
mysteryQ, she says, and continues fiTraditional subject skills are no longer enough for
students. They also need to be able to be good communicators, to be good at
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collaborating, to think creatively, and to think critically. So when we were first
introduced to the climate mystery curriculum, we were so excited.o

What have teachers said?

The idea behind The Climate Mystery has also received much praise from within the
Danish school system. Charlotte Rasmussen, a Danish primary school teacher admits
that it is becoming more difficult to motivate the students today. The solution is to use
the very media, with which they interact every day,00ften the books stay in the school
bag, but | know they use the computer and the Internet every day.0 she says, and
continues,0| don& have to make them do this, they want to do ito.

Her enthusiasm is shared by Headmaster,

i — e m Lennart Kjellerup: fiThe purpose is to trick the
students into learning. The average 14-year old
is not very motivated to study, but suddenly
they find themselves doing something very
exciting - using media that they already know,
like chatrooms and the interneto.

w01 | Asout/nig | Locom

The Climate Mystery is the culmination of years

of work. Congin has developed and launched
two previous versions which have provided extensive experience and guidelines. The
online fiction engrosses and motivates even as the downloadable teacher materials
support the teacher in living up to high academic standards.

Both previous projects have provided us with an opportunity to verify the ability to
engage and motivate the target group. An evaluation of the project confirmed that it
can indeed be used as a motivational learning tool in schools. Assignments are presented
as a natural consequence of the unfolding story, and the suspense story proves an
excellent motivational factor - providing the students with a strong incentive to engage
themselves in climate issues.

To quote the evaluation of The Climate Mystery pilot (translated): 0The story of The
Climate Mystery pilot, the style and the pace in the video clips, appeal to the target
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